AT THE BENCH

. Hot Stuff

Annealing made easy with a Sharpie

BY KAREN CHRISTIANS A problem for

entry-level jewelers is knowing when

metal is properly annealed. If the metal is

over-annealed, its crystalline strucrure

breaks down, causing fractures. There-
fore, under-annealing is better than over-
annealing. Here’s an easy trick that you

can use to ensure that your meral isn't

over-annealed.

First, grab a Sharpie marker (1) and
_ make sure your work area is well lit with a
n bright light. Mark a series of slashes on
[ the metal (2). Heat the metal (3) until the
marks disappear.

Once the marks are gone from sight,
count 1001, 1002, 1003, and then stop.
This will bring you to the perfect annealing

temperature, or just a tad under. #

Karen Christians would like to thank
Cynthia Eid of Arlington Heights, Massa-
chusetts, and Charles Lewton-Brain of Cal-
gary, Alberta, Canada, for this tip.

2 | MJSA/Journal

PHOTOS BY KAREN CHRISTIANS,




